0or, poor me. A writer's work A writers wm'“k 1S never d()ﬂ@;
is never done. For example, e Spﬁﬂidlly when you re

justilast fall T was at* home mwﬂg a new Beretia and
slaving away. I had just come an, lcmg tailed roosters are

in from a dove shoot and was cleaning a i
limit of birds destined to be summarily bO?lZﬂg up all around you.
wrapped in bacon and
tossed on my back porch
orill. When the phone
rang, I swished my
hands under the faucet
and picked up the
phone to discover none
other than our esteemed
editor on the other end.

“Bob,” says he,
“Beretta is having a big
shindig next month to
announce something
or other. It's supposed
to be important. You
want to gor”

“Where, pray tell, is
this event, omniscient
and omnipotent editor,
says I . .. and what
kind of shindig is this
ooing to ber”

“Cut the crap,
Matthews. The place
is Cheyenne Ridge
Signature Lodge in
South Dakota. I hear
that South Dakota
is simply lousy with
pheasants this year.
Are you in or not?”

I have to confess
that I didn’t “quite
exactly” know where
Signature Lodge was,
but I dearly love to
hunt pheasants, and if . fa
the guys at Beretta had something big @;Wﬂﬂen needed a m’:::ufu! cockbfrd ﬁ:}r thf:;

to announce, I certainly didn’t want still-life, and the photographer’ old 16-gauge
to miss it. I figured that I could work Lefever responded quickly and efficiently.
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By Robert Matthews

it in between a Colorado elk trip and
another bird hunt in Montana.

As it turned out, Cheyenne Ridge
Signature Lodge perches on a small
knoll overlooking Lake Oahe just
north of Pierre. Right in the middle

of South Dakota
pheasant country. And
the editor didn’t lie
about the birds. They
had the best crop in
years. The pheasants
were there in near-
pestilent numbers.
Being the considerate
guy that I am, I spent
five days trying to
alleviate their “pheasant
problem.” A writer’s
work is never done.

B eretta’s news

was indeed big.
They were unveiling
their new A400 Xplor
autoloader, which
ended up winning our
Award of Excellence
tor shotguns. There
was other big news,
too. The lodge was
slated to be the very
first in Beretta’s new
Trident program. It
was a Very Big Deal.
And it should have been.
Beretta has never done
anything like this in its
400-year history. For a
lodge to be approved is a
compliment to the entire
operation. To be the
first is monumental.

me Edwards and the staff have
really turned the place into something
f-}pemal The lodge has been newly

61







